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Abstract

Political and security instability, along with the repercussions of the war in Yemen over the
past decade, have led to a significant increase in the migration of Yemeni professionals and
skilled individuals abroad in search of a better life, a decent standard of living, and a safer,
more stable environment. This has resulted in Yemen losing many of its highly qualified minds
and competencies—resources that are urgently needed to help the country overcome its
numerous crises, boost economic growth rates, and improve the efficiency of its administrative
system.

The migration of such talent represents a major loss for Yemen that cannot easily be
compensated. Preparing and qualifying these professionals is extremely costly and requires
many years, especially in an era where human capital has become the primary driver and the
decisive factor in the equation of development. In its absence, opportunities for growth,
progress, and prosperity diminish, and the gap between Yemen and developed countries
widens.

This study examines the phenomenon of Yemeni talent migration abroad, identifies the main
causes behind its escalation, and analyzes its severe impacts on both the state and society. It
also reviews key Arab and international experiences that may be beneficial in addressing this
issue. Furthermore, the study proposes several solutions to overcome this challenge through a
two-track approach. The first track focuses on benefiting from Yemeni professionals abroad
by strengthening ties with them, utilizing their accumulated expertise, and encouraging their
return through various incentives and facilitative measures. The second track aims at
addressing the root causes that drive Yemeni talent to emigrate, in order to reduce this outflow
and ensure the retention of skilled individuals within the country by implementing various
measures and recommendations proposed in the study.

Keywords: Migration, brain drain, Yemeni talent, talent attraction, Korean model, Colombian

model, talent loss, indicators of Yemeni migration.
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